What Every Christian Should Know

Lesson 3

The Bible - New Testament Survey

TEACHERS: It is indeed a challenge to present the entire New Testament in a concise lesson
capable of being effectively communicated within the parameters of our Bible Study structure.
However, be encouraged that if you approach this as a survey of the major themes, emphasizing
the central message, and drive it home with key scripture passages, you will be able to
communicate the Good News in a powerful way.

TEACHERS: Here are your goals:

1. Provide some background understanding of the collection of books we know as the New
Testament, giving major sections and the purposes.

2. Provide an understanding of the relationship of the Gospels in describing the life of
Christ as the key message of the New Testament.

3. Describe how the growth of the church is recorded in the Book of Acts.

4. Describe the purposes of the Epistles of Paul and their significance to the New
Testament.

5. Explain the contribution of Hebrews, the General Epistles, and Revelation to the message
of the New Covenant.

(o)}

. Finally, and most importantly, focus on some key passages that will emphasize the New
Covenant message of the New Testament.

(The following information is sourced heavily from The New Testament: Its Background and Message, by Thomas
D. Lea, Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1996. )

Background of the New Testament

The period of time between the Old Testament recordings and the New Testament spans some
400 years. The last ruler mentioned by name in the Old Testament is Darius the Persian
(Nehemiah 12:22). When we arrive at the New Testament, the ruling monarch is Augustus, who
represents the power of Rome. Between these two periods of time, Palestine transitioned from
the Babylonian period, through the Persian period (539-331B.C.), the Grecian period (331-320
B.C.), the Ptolemic period (320-198 B.C.), the Syrian Period (198-167 B.C.), the Maccabean
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period (167-142 B.C.), the Hasmonean Period (142-63 B.C.), and finally to the Roman period
(63 B.C. on).

As you can see, the Palestinian people were certainly not accustomed to ruling themselves. Their
history had seen them as a subservient society to various dynasties in power through the years.
However, the Roman Empire offered a different approach to government that set the stage the
New Testament writings. Rome was founded in 753 B.C. as a union of small villages on the
Tiber River in central Italy. In the fifth century B.C., Rome developed a republican form of
government which vest power in the people and their chosen representatives. Rome grew by
building alliances with nearby cities and by waging wars against their neighbors. Over the next
few hundred years, the Roman Empire expanded by defeating all rivals to it power in the region.
The rule of Julius Caesar solidified the influence of the Roman Empire on the World until his
murder in 44 B.C. The following struggle for power saw Octavian, Caesar’s nephew seize
control over Antony and Cleopatra in Greece in 31 B.C., and entered the Roman Empire into a
period of relative peace known as Pax Romana, or Roman Peace.

The victories of Octavian allowed him to become the first Roman Emperor, and in 27 B.C., the
Roman Senate named him the commander-in-chief of the Roman armed forces and the title of
Augustus, which literally means “the majestic one.” To administer this vast empire, Augustus
implemented two styles of government depending on the perceived unrest of a region. For the
more peaceful and settled areas, a proconsul was appointed by the Roman Senate. However, in
areas that presented more of a challenge, like Palestine, Augustus retained direct control and
appointed a proprietor or prefect, who retained his office at the discretion of the emperor. Pontius
Pilate served as prefect of Judea from A.D. 26-36, encompassing the ministry of Jesus Christ.
Several emperors followed during the writing of the New Testament (basically the first century)
including Tiberius (A.D. 14-37), Caligula (A.D. 37-41), Claudius (A.D. 41-54), Nero (A.D. 54-
68), Vespian (A.D. 69-79), Titus (A.D. 79-81), and Domitian (A.D. 81-96).

The Roman Empire used local rulers to implement policy and control, at times giving the false
sense of self-government in local regions. But the region during New Testament times was under
the control of Rome and had the political dynamics of the Roman Empire.

Life in Palestine

The population of Palestine has been estimated at between 500,000 and 600,000, while
Jerusalem was home to about 25,000 of these people. The city of Jerusalem grew to several times
this population during Jewish festivals. Most people lived in either tents or homes made of stone
and plaster. Palestinians usually had 2 meals a day, being midday and evening, consisting of
mainly vegetables, fruits, and breads. Meat was considered expensive and reserved for festive
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occasions. Breads were made from either wheat or barley and olive oil was a vital ingredient for
cooking. Both men and women wore tunics, a loosely fitting garment from shoulder to knee or
ankle.

Jewish people had basically a couple of social classes, the chief priest and temple officials being
the upper class and everyone else being the lower class. Jews in Judea looked with disdain upon
the residents of Galilee because of the mixing of races. Slavery, while common in the Roman
Empire, was less prevalent in the Jewish culture and did not involve inhumane treatment. Three
languages were most common in Palestine: Hebrew, the language of the synagogue, Greek, the
language of business and government, and Latin, an international language. Aramaic was a
dialect of Hebrew. Industry consisted of agriculture, fishing, and trading mainly. There was no
public transportation and most people did not venture far from home. The synagogues assumed
the responsibility of educating the young men, starting at about age 6. Writing materials were
papyrus, broken bits of pottery, and wax paper. Marriage was not based upon mutual love but
was arranged by the families, mainly negotiated by the fathers. Divorce was obtained rather
easily, but could only be pursued by men. Entertainment was usually reserved for festival times
but included a variety of games from board games to athletic competitions. Death and funerals
was an occasion for a public display of grief and emotion.

The New Testament Writings

The New Testament consists of 27 books known as the New Testament Canon. Derived from the
Greek word Kanon, the concept originally inferred a straight rod or measuring stick used as a
measurement of length. How were the New Testament books selected? The most important
criteria of canonicity is inspiration. Paul reminds us in 2 Timothy 3:16, which we discussed in
Lesson 1 of this class, that “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” In order to stand the
test of canonicity, the early church used three criteria: (1) The rule of Faith, meaning the teaching
of the book was consistent with their faith, (2) The book needed to demonstrate apostolicity,
meaning it needed to be written by an apostle (one who had seen Christ) or an associate of an
apostle, and (3) That the writing be universal, meaning it was accepted in a broad geographic
region. Discussion and debate over the Canon of Scripture began in the early second century and
continued until general agreement occurred in the Third Council of Carthage in A.D. 397.
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The Four Gospels

Four broad literary types appear in the New Testament: Biography in the Gospels, Letters in the
epistles, history in Acts, and prophetic in Revelation. Almost all of what we know about Jesus is
obtained from descriptions of his life in the Gospels. The recordings of the four Gospels were
rarely questioned as factual versions of the same set of events until the 18" century. The period
of the Enlightenment ended this trust in the historical accuracy of the Gospels. Writers such as D.
F. Straus (1835), Albert Schweitzer (1906), and eventually Rudolph Bultmann openly questioned
the facts as skeptics. These authors attempted to separate the Christ of history from the Christ of
faith. Clearly, the gospels do not present every detail of the life of Christ. These documents were
written with the purpose of communicating the details of the most important man who ever lived,
a person upon whom our faith can be established. This is the central message of the Gospels, that
Christ came to redeem a lost people, specifically you and me. This does not change the
historicity of the facts included within the documents, but provides the context for the central
message of the gospels.

The four gospels do not profess to be comprehensive historical accounts of the life of Jesus
because they lack details about his childhood and growth into maturity. Although they do not
provide complete details of the ministry years, they do generally focus on this aspect of his life.
The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) focus on the Galilean ministry of Christ while
John focuses more on his Judean ministry. Each author provides a different perspective provides
different emphases.

The Book of Acts

The Book of Acts is basically an account of history, covering the eatly years of the development
of the church. The book is literally entitled “The Acts of the Holy Spirit” and is the Apostle
Luke’s effort to provide chronological detail to the spread of Christianity from Jerusalem to
Rome, although certainly not an exhaustive account. Luke provides a practical description of the
early church following the direction of God to spread the good news of Jesus Christ to whatever
doors were opened. Acts 2:41-47 is an example of this description of early church practices.

The book of Acts, being primarily a historical document, should not be used primarily as a
theological foundation. While the Apostle Luke provides theological insights into the historical
account, it comes as additional perspective on the events as opposed to a theological description.
It is important to match these historical accounts with the other theological documents, as in the
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epistles, for a balanced foundational study.

The Epistles of Paul

Paul provides an understanding of his theological teachings in his epistles (letters). These letters
were written in an occasional sense, meaning they were designed to communicate something
specific to a particular group of believers. The occasion of the writing, the reason for the letter, is
significant to understand in order to understand the writing. For example, Romans is a
theological argument while I Corinthians is written in response to specific needs and questions
from the Corinthians. The letters to Timothy and Titus were written to young Pastors. Paul
offers a variety in his communications from exhortation to chastisement to doctrinal explanation.
These letters offer great theological foundation taken from the experiences of the early church.

Hebrews, The General Epistles, and The Revelation

The additional letters of the New Testament provide a variety of authors and audiences, all
centering around some practical purpose for the writing, whether overtly theological or not. The
General Epistles consist of a collection of letters written primarily for general distribution to all
churches. These letters are generally named for the person who wrote them through the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The work referred to as Hebrews has an unknown author, although
some scholars consider it to have overtly Pauline tendencies. The Revelation is an account of the
Apostle John’s visions about future events and is considered to be prophetic, apocalyptic, and an
epistle in one book. Revelation is a fascinating study, although it should be studied in
conjunction with other scripture as opposed to an isolated Biblical study exercise.
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Key Passages

Matthew 28:18-20

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 1°
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 29 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Hebrews 1:1-2

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through
whom also he made the universe.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 A]l Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Matthew 3:16-17

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Hebrews 4:14-16

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did
not sin. 16 Let us then approach God'’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Romans 3:23-26

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,
through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26
he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus.

Romans 8:12-14

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live
according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put
to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are
the children of God.

e ———————
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Theological Emphases and Order
of New Testament Letters

LITERARY NEW TESTA- | THEOLOGICAL N
1
CLASSIFICATION | MENT BOOK | CATEGORY THEOLOGICAL EMPHASIS
Matthew Jesus as King
G | Mark Jesus as Servant
sSpels ]
OSP Luke Jesus as Son of Man
John Jesus as Son of God
History Acts Birth and building of the church
Romans Explanation of the doctrine of salvation
_1_C__' thi l Discussion of various
S . aspects of Christian conduct
Salvation
2 Corinthians Portrayal of the Christian ministry
Galatians Implications of justification by faith
Ephesians Believer's position “in Christ”
Church as
Philippians the body of Believer's attitude in Christ
i Christ
Eplst'les, Colossians Believer's completeness in Christ
Pauline
1 Thess. Secorid Second Coming described
2 Thess. Coming Second Coming clarified
1 Timothy Conduct in house of God elucidated
. Church - =
2 Timothy organi- Final charge to servant of God given
e Zabipil Need for sound doctrine and
good works stated
Philemon Personal note Favor requested for a Christian brother
Hebrews Superiority of Christ and Christian life
J Comfort Need for good works as evidence
ames and ex- of genuine faith
) — hortation =
Eplstles, 1 Peter Conduct and joy of believers in suffering
General ZT__Peter Warning Gospel's certainty and the Day ofilf_Lord
1,2, 3 John CO”QT;Q'”Q Way of fellowship and genuine faith
Jude teaching Warning concerning false teachers
PropheCY‘ Revelation ! Capstone of God's kingdom
Apocalypse and redemptive programs

The base for this chart is from Stanley A. Ellisen, Bible Workbook, Part VI: The Synoptic Gaspeis (Portland, Ore.: Western
Conservative Baptist Seminary, 1969); Stanley A. Ellisen, The Book of Romans: God’s Philosophy of Salvation, Progressive
Bible Studies (Portland, Ore.: Western Conservative Baptist Seminary, 1971). Adapted by permission.
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A Comparative Chart
of the F0u1 Gospels

94

—
e MATTHEW | MARK LUKE JOHN
GOSPELS
PROBABLE late 50s or late 80s or
DATE 60s early 60s 60 early 90s
OF WRITING
PROBABLE .
PLACE g\: 23;:12 Rome Rome Ephesus
OF WRITING
Non-Christian Cgﬂi?s?s
PROBABLE | Non-Christian | ™" official, | on-Christians
ADDRESSEES | “2V%'" Syria R = in the regi
omans other cultured | ™ € re%lon
non-Christians aroun
Ephesus
PRESENTATION | . ciah-Kin Servant of Son of man;
OF Son of Dav‘g, Yahweh; compassionate, Son of God
JESUS CHRIST id | ihe Redeemen | ideal man
1




-uoissiutad Aq pardepy (0261

, (1961 ‘suewpia] :spidey pueln) AIAING JuILWLRISI] map ‘Aauua] D IRW
4 13919473 (¥ L61 ‘19veg :spidey puein) ASAING JUIWELISAL MIY ‘IyoRwoIn ' 143qoY (1961
‘Jakog " SIWep 35 ‘SIRIOYDS DAIIBAIISUOD £q SAIEP aanejuasasdal 1o *siejoyds Buowe pajndsip a1e saassaippe pue

I~
—

‘wealapuoy :spidey puein) JUSWEISS] M3N 3U1 JO AAING W ‘A1punn *H }2qoy wou} S J4eyd siy} 10§ seq YL

“S[IE1ap 10§ smasqay Jo diysioyne uo LBYD G ¢

{p9g] ‘suewmpla] :spidey pueln) JUawe)sa] Map 3yj 01 uolIPNPOIJU| "uoSLlIeH

‘19fog ' sawey 'puj ‘9ye BUOULM) HBLYD jedibojouoiy) JUSWEIS3 | MIL]
‘Butyiim jo adeqd ‘Bunum 4o 2jeq Q'Y 218 SAIEP IV

IOUly RISY UI3]Sam

loufy BISY JO

ul SaUDINYD USARG 1SBOD }JO ‘soudied S06 Al183 10 508 31e1 uaer HOREISASY
snsaydg punoie uoibal
Sy Uf UeHSLYY B ‘Snieny snsayd3] SQ6 AlJeD 10 SOg 21| uyor uyor ¢
snsaydg Jesu DInyd snsaydj sQ6 Aj1ea 10 sQg 33e] uyor uyor ¢
snsayd punoie uoibal d A e il
53 U SuBRSLLD snsaydy S06 Aldea 10 sO8 318 yor yor |
snsaydg punoie uoibai sy} ui
SUBISLIYY-UOU 10/pUE SUBHSULY snsaydy sp6 Al1ea 10 Qg 1] uyor uyor
|esouab ul suensy) umouMup) sQ/ 10 s09 m:mw_mﬂﬂmvh%uwoﬁ apnp
i[OSl ‘Seqeuie
LUB[ESTUIS 10 SUI0Y umouMup) SQ9 An,_u_w_:J m_wo:MnF\v N SMaIgaH
ui suensuyy ysof umous|un)
. 3
aunssed 1o UAG Ul smap eLAg Ul SO9 maynew maypew
. . . yoouuy Ajqeqoid
louly BISY Ul SURSHIYD Qwoy #9-€9 13194 19319d 2
Joufyy BISY Ul SUBHSLIYD swioy €9 13194 91d 1
snsayd7 ur Ayjowl | WOy €9 Ined Ayjouri] 2
o1 ulsmup sijododIN Z9 ined SNy
snsaydg ut Ayjowi) pluopadey 29 Ined Ayjowri] |
iddijigg ut suensuyd awoy 19 Ined sueiddijiyd
aaoqe se sweg QUWIOY 19 =)ol SpV
S33SSTHAAY DNILRIM 20 J0V'1d 1DNILIIM 40 3WIL JOHLNV MOOd




SUBRSLIYD)-UOU PaIN}nd 13y3o

Swoy Io BalRSILD)

Ajqissod ‘|eniyjo uewioy] UeRSHUYD-UOY Alqeqoid 09 > A
snsaydg punoie uoibal
S U1 SURRSLLY QWoy 09 ned sueisaydg
9SS0]0D) Ul suelIsuyD awoy 09 ned SURISS0]0))
3sS0j0)) je 3sNOoY Siy Ul Yyd2Inyd
Sy pue ‘Ajfuey iy ‘uowa|yd == 03 ed e
S1J9AUOD MOU SUBWIOY A I
UensuYY-UoK] QWoy sQ9 A[1ea 10 SQG k] ylew uyopr ylew
uoisiadsiqg ays jo wajesniaf SO 10 SOb snsar wo Iayjouq SSWER
suelSHUYD) Ysimar Ajqeqoid Jiey ‘sswep
QWIOY Ul suensu uuo ASUNCIHIEIoIESHN o
el nsuyD Yuuoy pic Buunp ‘Gg Ined suewoy
YIULIoD) Ul suepsuy) RIUOPIDBY AQUROIFISTIGIESILY ined w:m_ﬁc.:ou Z
4 H L g H ﬂv..—m mc::v .mm . .
Asuinof Aseuoissi
unoe) Ul su = oy
yiuno) Ut suensuy)) snsaydyg pac BULINp ‘b ned sueIULOD) |
Asuinof A1euolssiut
BOIUO[BSS3Y | Uf SURISH juilIo ) L ne SURIUO[RSSD
L) Yy D puz BuLNp ‘1 6-0G ined | ylLe
Asuinol A1euoissiw
BO[UO[RSSIY | Ul Suensll urio : ) s ne SUBJUO[RSS3
UL o YIULIOG puz Buunp ‘[G-06 ined | yrLt
plje[en) UISYINos pue ‘©9qia(q ‘ensA ) Asuinof Areuoissiw
‘WNIUOD] ‘UdONUy URIPISI4 Ul SURHSHYD) RLAG Ul ydonuy 3S1 Iaye isnl ‘6y [hed SUBHEIED
S3ASSHAAAY DNILRIM 40 30V1d DNILRIM 40 IWIL YOHLINV MOOg

(buLIM Jo atut} 0} buipiodde pabuedie)

JUSLLIRISO] MB)\ 3L} JO SH0Og

16



